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solid majority national in sentiment, a majority which is superior
to the momentary decline of individual parties. Without such
a reserve of force in the background we cannot carry on
colonial policy. The national energy, when neutralised by party
struggles, is not strong enough with us to encourage the Govern-
ment to undertake the step which we first tried in the case of
Samoa in 1880."
Not only so, but Prince Bismarck foresaw the difficulty of
colonising in the English sense. He did not view lightly the
obstacles of climate and national inexperience. Hence he never
contemplated the immigration of white settlers into the colonies
in the way in which Australia and Canada have been won for
the British race. Nor, on the other hand, did he regard the
German colonies as a means of establishing a Prussian system
of bureaucracy across the seas. The colonies he had in mind
were of the nature of trading stations, and traders were in the
main to be responsible for their administration as well as for
their industrial and commercial development,
"My aim," he said on October 28, 1885, "is the governing
merchant and not the governing bureaucrat in those regions.
Our privy councillors and expectant subalterns are excellent
enough at home, but in the colonial teritories I expect more
from the Hanseatics who have been there."
The principle was sound and statesmanlike, and it would have
been well for Germany and its colonial empire if it had been
consistently applied; for then much failure, disappointment
and loss, and many scandals would jiave been avoided.
The student of German character and political thought will, if
he goes beneath the surface of things, find a profound significance
in the fact that the colonial movement which was inaugurated with
such a fanfare of national exaltation, insomuch that for a time the
nation was fc colony mad," became twenty-five years later, for a
time at least, one of the most controverted questions in Imperial
polities, so that quite recently the new Colonial Secretary, Herr
Demburg,had to itinerate the Empire, appealing to his countrymen
of all classes not to give up hope but to create a new " colonial
impulse." ce Help us," he said to an audience of Berlin pro-
fessors and artists on January 8, 1907, ei to make the impulse
without which, in Bismarck's words, no colonial policy can be
successful," and this was the burden of a succession of elec-